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I replied earnestly ; and we were silent for a
, whila, until her irritation was ﬂ'-"l.'!.‘]ﬂ'.l"\'i't.'l‘l!ﬂi I H ERE

by concern.
“Oh, Mr
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Rentmain, Jdo tell nmwe what it
means ! she exclaimed, “What was the
meaning of last night's business | I saw
Richard in the afternoon, and he was just
,the sane as usual, [le kept me waiting iu
the evening for about two hours—a thing he
has never done before—and when he arrived
of course 1 saw the change in him at once,
He was intensely agitated and troubled: a
'different man indeed. He gave me an ex-
‘planation which was olwiously not the real
jone. I don't mind that; I'm not o stupid as
!m think that men never invent excuses: bt
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THE GOVERNMENT reports that
Investigations have been undertaken to ascertain

the comparative nutritive value of MARGARINE
and BUTTER, and the conclusion arrived at is
that “"there is no appreciable difference in the
value of these two fatty foods.™

THE GOVERNMENT thus reports that
MARGARINE is as NUTRITIOUS as BUTTER. Yet

MAYPOLE MARGARINE.
British-made from Choicest NUTS and MILK,

St l [ DOUSLE
- WEIGHT,

which means that you get 2 pounds for 1/-

actually costs you only (3D. per pound, or less
than half the price of Butter,

Maypole Dairy Co., Ltd.,

188, BLACKBURN ROAD.
26, PEEL STREET,

ACCRINGTON.
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Mr. T. J. MATTHEWS,
Picture Framer and Dealer,

51, QUEEN STREET,
GREAT HARWOOD,

AN
Mr. M. WILKINSON,

Picture Framer,

29, BANK STREET,
ACCRINGTON,

been appointed agents for the “World's Best”
1ze Scheme. You should call as soon as possible
see for vourself the valuable Pictures and
which are given free under this Scheme.
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CHAPTER VIIL.

WHAT MARNA s5AW.

“You have seen all you would desire to
see in this reom, Mr. Renunain?® asked
Aranak, as the servant went out

“Yes, thank you. I only came here at the
desire of Mr, Harvey."”
none bt g orbdad interest could
render one wishful to remain in it And
Yo are not morbidd, 1 should imagine.”

l “I keep that for my fiction, Mr. Aranak.”

“Urogl. It must be an excellent thing to
have n dustbin for the superfluous emotions,
I chould imagine. To be able to look round
liks this_ whete every object and article are
to me fraught with intense human interests,
and vet to be able to feel. “This is nothing
to me. 1 have never been here before, 1
shall never wulingly be here again. That
table, where tie dead man sal, is just a
table: the chairs where who knows who sat
are just chars, and so on.” 1 envy you,
Mr. Rentiuain, But then, of counse, this is
nothing but a mere room e veou, with no
etiotional associations, rousing no deep per-
sonal interest, avaking no deep agitating
thoaghts,. How different it would all be two
¥Yoa il yvou Lad been in the room as 1 was
only last night, sittiag and talking with the
main who is now clay, just colld, useless elay,
as heslless of all this as vourself.”

“Just s, Very Jifferent,”” 1 agreed, forcing
myself to speak in as cabm a tone ms his,
“And pow I think 1 had better go Lo Miss
Clifford,™ T added,

* How careless of me! 1 ought not to have
allowed the sermvant o leave the Ioum
However, 1 wilk shov vou the way myvsell, if
you will perit nee."’

His request for permission was the merest
euperfluity of courtesyv, of course, and with.
out waiting for my reply, he jed the way
to the room where Marma was waiting.

The smile on her face as =he looked up
faded instantly at the sight of Aranak, and
gave place to a flitting frewn of annovance
as he closed the door carefully behind us
alul appointed himself master of the cere-
monivs.

“Takeo that cliair, Mr. Rentmain,” he said,
pointing to one so placed that wmy face
would be in the light, and seating himself
a0 that he could watch my ¢very expres-
sion., “It is not every day that we are
honoured by the presence of a master of
English literature and an aecomplish nan
of the world in the settlement of our little
private affairs, is it, Marna? Mr. Reutmain
learuewl of our engagement from Mr.
Harvey."”

i Marna was obviously 1ill at ease: and [
fean certainly say the came of mvself. 1 felt
'my spomalous position acutely. 1 was still
' forcing myzelf to play the part of an outsider
in regard to Hoffgang's Jdeath, but there
were moments when the actuality of my
' danger would force iteelf upon my thoughts,
tawizeping afide the artifi-ially nDurtured
illugign, bringing me face to face with the
grim and threatening realities of the posi-
tion and rendering the task of make-believe
el bat impossiblie,

. In Marna’s rresence this disturbing
relemont was most activee To lie to the
| woman one loves i3 the most hateful of all
" humiliations : vet my whole attitude toward
her was nothing but a lie. The «ircum-
| stances of Hoffgang's death formed an in-
- superable barrier between us: but wmy lips
' wors sealed in regard to it. To ask her o
| be my wife was a sheer impossibility so long
'as the truth about his death was unsolved.
Thus to attempt to renew the sweet relations

Vof those halevon dave in the Mediterranean

'was uut of the stics becanse to make love
.t her wolld an act of unspeakable
 treachery.

Yet 1 conld give no reason for the change
| in my conduet ; and while every pulse in my
tu.tb.- "Was hE‘H.LII-n! vith a desire for ltl-ﬂ"_. ‘I
Lad to reprees the desire with au iron will;

1 10 assume the attivile of a neutral  jealously

guarding every look amd acy and word : and
schooling my:elf to display no more than
the cook judgment of a friend when every
gurging instinet was driving me to let my
heart reveal the passion which 1 fel.

That she woulid see the change in me and
inigutxlersiand the cause was certain: and
1 grittedd my teeth in impotent rebellion
against a position I was powerless to alter
The thought was torture, but 1 had to boar
it: to emirk and simper and suffer in silence,
cuncealing every Lrace of my feeling, lest
1 should betray mpyself and those whose
cause 1 was carrving. :

1 believe that the cunning Armenian had
some inkling of how the case stood with me,
for he certainly knew how 1o torture me.
knew, touo, that e was resolved that 1
should not come between Marna and him;
and 1 was equally certain that he would
resort to any length to gain his eml. 1 felt,
however, more by instuiet than as the re
Badt of anything 1 had seen or heard, that

there were secret <auses operating with him

allowed to app-ar in his manner,

Uf ecourse, 1 know why you wieh to com-
suit with Mr. Rentmain, Marna,” he said,
after a sliort pause, “But before you speak,
lot me vepoat what ] have already urged. I
win #ute you will find Mr. Remtmain is of
my opinion. [ have been urging Mama to
lot things take their course in the usual way,
Mr. Rentinain, and two Jeave the vwork of
invesLgation into this distressing affair
the police. Don't you agree with me

“That is scarcely a point for me to
decde.” 1 replied, evading the chullenge

lwlm:-h readercd him more anxious than lie

Baby Will Thrive on

Neav€s

to the warts of infants
—Sig “l-h-.“.“

the essentials for bone and flesh-forming in an exceptional degree,

which I read in his questiolL _

“Mr. Rentmain has already promised to
help e, declared Marna.

“ But, my dear Mama, what can you «o?
The police have the matter in hand: 1 have
given them every pussible fact that 1s of 1m-
portance; they kpow even the nanes of
people who were actustomed to visit Mr
Hoffgang. Surely you can see the wisdom
of not interfering with them in work they
understana and we «do not.” E

“1 have given you my answer already,
repl ed Marna, with a touch of antagonism
1 did not at the moment understand. *'1
am resolved that the mystery shall be

solved. You will help me, Mr. Rentmain ™
“I have given you my word on that'™
Aranak threw up his hande. “ There 1s

no need for us to seek help from Mr, Rent-
Im.:iu Marna. With all defammw.i fi]r hiis
judgment, 1 can do much more to help you
:ihlﬂ he can. You will probably agree with
that, Mr. Rentmain{™
“You know much more than I can know,

of ecourse.” 1 agreed. : =

“Yes, but the help I wish to have is that
of an independent judgment,” replhed
- Marna slowly., ** An impartial review of the
+ facts will show——" :
| “My dear Marna, don't harrow us with a
, recital of facts which are so thn-r:?ughl-y and
| pa nfully known to us already.
, Her features ]ﬂﬂﬂl‘hﬂd 1:.:! this, and :1;
\ paused a moment with Lo L
'ground. Then ehe Maised hﬂr?uu_l, looked
' ateadily at him, and answered, with a le-
liberation which ehowed the effort it ocost
“her: “I do not wish to harrow you, Mr.
Aranak, because 1 have decided to do with-
out your help.” _

There was no misiaking the meaning of
thie, It was an intentional breach of the re-
lations between them:; the more significant
because it was announced in my presence.

But it had little ¢ T him, and he
affected to misunderstand r. “It ins very
' ¢k tful of you to offer in this way (o set
me free from the mass of work there will
be in arranging Mr. Hoffgang's affairs; but
-1 couldn't thi of taking adventage of it
It will mean a lile more work for me,
perhape, but I trust that 1 care for you too
much to allow anv such minor considera-
tions to affect me in such a case.”

| He said this in his eoft, almost caressing

voice, and smiled. But she was very far
from smiling. Her features were ﬂr}lﬂ:«r
eet. and only a slight quivering of the lips
evidenced the effort she was making. "1
have placed all Mr. Hoffgang's affairs, so
far as they concern me, in the hands of Mr.
Powell. 1 told Mr, Harver so this moming.
and ho will write you making an appoint-
ment.”

Aranak listened to this with nnmoved com-
posure. He #pread his hands again as if
to jmlicate eomsideration for her, and shook

his head. *“But I assure you that that is
quits impossible. I know ao t.hormxghl.y
what wonld have been Mr. Hoffgang'a

wishes, and reallv, T could pot think for an
instant «f disregarding themn. You do not
understand his affaire, or you would see the
utter impracticability of yvour suggestion.
However., we can disenss that in private,
and need not trouble Mr. Renimain with it.”

!

“On the contrary, it is because Mr, Rent-
Inain is present that I have told you now,"”
she answered, Her manner gathered
strength and firmness as she proceeded,

“My dear Marna——'" he began, in the
same dull, set tope. DBut she interposed
sharply.

“1 am no longer Mama Hoffgang, Mor.

Aranak. I think you ai: forgett.ng that'

Even he could nat pretctwd to inisunder-
stand this; and I waited vith considerable
mterest andd not,
cern, for Lis reply.

The scens hwl come upon me s a oom-
plete surprise, If Mr. Harvey's supposition
was right—that Marma had been forced into
the engagemnt with Aranak because of
the rresrmna employed Iy Hoffgang when
she believed hersell 1w b+ Lis daugliter, it
was natural encugh that she should take the
fimst upllu::rnmit}' of end.ng it,
~But I cerntainly had not anticipated ihat
ik would be done in my presence; amd that
the conditions would add inunea-urably to
the Armenian’s mortification and anger was
inevitable, Censidering the unpleasant com-
plications of my own position, 1 felt ex-
tremely uncomtortable,

Armanak kept his temper under absolute
coutrol, outvardly at least, for he dul net
allow his unruMed calmm to be disturbes] in
the slighte#i. There was a long pause alter
Marna's last thrust. * Surely | am right in
thinking that vou mould prefer to discuss
thesos very private matters privately I he
aﬂik-tfl then. :

‘No,” she replied instantly and uncom-
Promisingly. “You yourself, b intention-
ally referring to the engagement, have made
that unnecessary.”

“Then perhaps [ am right in thinking that
My, Rentmain vwould prefer not to remain,”
he said next, turning to me.

“He wiil resnain  if  he
wishes'™ retorted Marna,
_"As you will, of course, 1 was only think-
g of you, You would wish to tell me
plainly what you meant me to understand
by your pointed reference to the fact that
You are Miss Clifford, and cot Mr. Hoff-
gang's «aughter
"l mean that as | beoane engaged to you
in the belief that I was his daughter and
because of your threat to expose certain
transactions if I did not, 1 refuse to be held
by that promise for another hour.”

He was evidently prepared for this. ““You're
aoti verv abmuptly, but perhape you do
ot think the matier is ono where considera-
tion should have been shown,” he said, his
Vol as smwoth and even as ever.

“I do not. | have chesen the first avail
able opportunity,” repliel Marna qu ckly
amd vith great firmuness. “You went out ol
your way just now to nsist upon the faet
of the engagement. You have therefore
brought this upon yourself.”

“You might at Jeast have told me private

consults  1ny

“You yourself chose your audience,” she
retorted, with au angry flash from her hig
ey,

“In any case, I am glad that no one ex.
ept Mr. Rentmain is present, for | feel sure
I can count uwpon his discretion.’”” and he
glanced across at me with an expression
which 1 could read either as an appeal o
a menace,

“Mr. Rentmain iz at liberty to tell whom
he pleasesg™ declared Marna., “1 wish the
facts to be known to everyone.”

There was another long pause, and then he
rose. “It appears, then, that I am to lose
my employer, my living, and mv wife at one
stroke,” he =aid with a well-acted assumgp
tion of dignity 1n misfortune.

But Marina only laughed. * That does not
linpoee on 1ne,” she excla med.

“Is it your wish that I should leave the
honse ! he asked,

“It is nothing tw me whether you go or
stay. You wan settle that with Miss Hoff-
gang. I shall not stav here.”

I deterted a faint siart of surorise at thia,
“You will at least allow me to =eo YOUu again
before you leave '

“Certainly not, Mr. Aranak, You have
lerrorised ine long enough : vou amnl others™
she said in the rame decisive tone.

He acoepted this last rebuff s calmly as
the rest. He bowed, spread his pands de-
precatingly as.he went slowly to the door,
wixl then turned. “Permit me, o A last
worl, to assure you that if ar any time rou
think you can make use of my serices for
_-.-uut*m:'!f or others, for any purpose whatever,
indeed, they will e at your desposal as
freeiy as ever™

* 1 shall never have anv use for them aor
you,” declared Marma, so contemptuously
that I concluded she wishesl 1o goad him to
show his anger,

But the effort failed. He lowed in
acceptance of her decision, sighed, and lin-
gered as his glance wandersd round the
rooim. His eyves Were swesping scloss Iny
face when he checked them, “Then per
haps Mr, Rentmain may finud some cause
0 come to me"" Amd with that equivocal
semtence he passed out of the room and
Ciemed] the door softly behiod ham.

“* Mam: breathe ]l o deep sigh of relicl.

“You have made an enemy,” 1 =anl

But she shook lier head. "Not masle one,
merely unnmsked one. I used to go i
grievous fear of that man, for 1 believe him
to be one of the blackest heared scoundrels
that ever drew baeath. Thank heaven 1
have no longer any reason to e afraid of
him, although T was glad that vou were here
at myv declaration of open war.” She smiled
at the phrase amd  then ~exclaimed
jubilantlv: " Oh_ it is good to feel that one
has a mal friend 1o rely upon. and one
whom such canaille cannot touch.”

I wished with all my heart [ could have
shiaredd her last assurance, but I knew that
vwe had not done with the wily Arnwnian.
The fact that he had wccepted o calinly a
rebuff which would have driven m er
man to the extremes of passion, had inten-
sitiedd My conviction of danger at bis hands.

“You are very thoughtful, Mr, Rentmain,”
said Marna after a pause. “You do net
blame me for what I have just done?”’

" Certainly not. You could not well have
acted differently. But yvou must not nider-
rate the risk of makung an enemy of such a
man.”

“"You do not understand,” she answered
with a slow sinile. ' The risk is not mine,
buat his. 1 told you he was a scoundre], but
he is worse. He is a murderer. [t was he
who shot Mr. Hoffgang last n ght, and hLe
knows that I know "

“Impussible,” T excaimed, unable to re
strein & start of astonishiment at an_ accusa
tion made with the del berate emphasis of
absolute convietion, whicrh nevertheless 1
knew to be without foundation.

“Why has he lxen so urgent that 1 should
leave the work of detection o tie policel
Why does he fear what they may discoverl
Why has he put forward an explanation or
theory, which you will, intended to mislead
the investigation into false channels? He
has done th s, and I'll tell you why, You
heard the story he told, cleverly detailing
his own movements. But an hour or more
before the deed was discovered | went W
this man's room and found it empty. Where
was he! Why did he lie today ot the in-
quest! I wated for him in hiding, until
at last he came, stealing up the staircase,
glancing this wav and that, with the furtive
stealthh of a spy_ carrving s bundle of papers,
These caused him to fumble at the door and
he let something fall. He snatched it up
as swiftly as if there had been a hundred
eyea waiching him. but not before 1 had
eeen it. Aa vicked it uwp he turned in.
voluntarily and I saw his face, white, drawn,
and agitated in fright lest the nose of the
fall should have been heard. And the thing
which fell was the weavon with which he
had done the murder—a revolver”

As 1 heard this and realsed all that it
might mean T could have heen hut little less
agitated than Aranak himsalf at the
moment Marna had seen his face. “But—
his motive!” T murmured

“A mmn like that would nead small
motive. These two men knew each other's
secrets, and I have often feard there would
be murder done. Aranak suspecis that I
know he was out of his r1com. That was
whv I fled to the house opposite last night.
I b:Veve he would have killead me had I
stayed."”

“Have vou told this o anyone else?"’

“Not a soml. T tell you because I want
to know what to do.™

Befora 1 could replvy a servant brought
word that Miss Vian had sent to inquire for
Mama, and I rose at once, welcoming the
interrumtion.

“I will eeo you again about this,"”” 1 =aid.
““Of cour=e, vou are right ont t0 remain
nader the same roof with him: but do not
do anvihing until we have had dme to dis

indeed, with soe gon-

Cuss it.”

We parted at Misa Vian's door, amd 1
walked away gzlad to be alone to think over
this new and vitally significant complica-
L.

If Marna told what she knew, the
Armenian’s arrest for the munder would
follo instantdy. And then——] tossed up

my hameds in despair at the thought of the
insvitabde consequences of this all-unes.
pected and wnenacing development.

CHAPTER 1IX.
A RESULT OF TilE NXEW DEVELOPMEXNT.

Whea 1 left Marna at Eagrave Square 1

went 1o Vinford's roms in order 1o diseuss
the frest phiase of the problen presented by
Ler statement.  But his man Roberte said
that he Lad no: Iween home cince e had 1ot
10 come 10 me in the morninz, =a 1 ried 10
find Gourle:. He was engaged at the House
of Commeons, Lowever, aind | was thas left to
thiak it ou. by myevif,

I found it a0 extreine!y tryving amd uncon
genial task, wnd had o make 4 very stren-
vous effort 1o shake oif the many glooiny
feare which my magination was guick o
foresec,

There was oue infinitesimal consolation
I now knew tl e worst shout Aranak. Marma's
story about his movements on the precoding
night made it certain that my supposition
was right. He was the man » bose light Eva
Desbrough had sevn moving about the room
after wo had loft, and, as [ knew that the
door was bolted on the ingide, and =he con.d
say positively that no one hal entered by the
window, it was certain that he had been
concealed there during the whole of our
interview with Hoffgang, and when the shot
had been fired whien killed hin,

Ther: was also no doubt that he knew we
had been tliere, and in all human prola-
bility ho was in possession of the incriminat-
ing letter which Gourley had left behind in
his panic. His equivocal speeches to me,
when we had been alone in the study after
the inquest, and again with Marma, had been
uttered withh the deliberate intention of
playing on my fears. They were just covert
threats of the consequences if 1 persistod in
coming between liim and Marna.

Was it possible that she was right in her
belief that he had conumitted the murdert
And why had he been in the study? It wae
possible that Hoffgang might have had him
there imtentioually to overhear what passed,
but I did not think so, in view of Marna's
statement of the bad blood between the two
men. It was far more probable that he had
goue tiere for some other purpose, had been
surprised by the Jew, and had leen com-
pelled to hide,

In that case the only spot where he could
have been concealed was the big cupboard
where the safe was, and, if he had been
hidden there, it looked like a ten-thousand-
to-one chance against his Laving killed Hoft-
Eang.

The cupboard was at the onposite end of
the room from the table behind which the
Jew was standing wien the crisis came and
the lights went out; we four had been be-
tween it and the table, and it was in the
wildest degree improbable that in those few
moments of darkness and confusion anvone
could have crossed the room, have picked
out liis vieltim from among the five of us,
four of whom were rushing hither and
thither in the vunost confusion, have fired a
revolver at such short range, and then hidden
himself again. In my oninion, that chance
was 80 remote as to be raled out as unpos=-

eible.
No. Whoever had shot the Jew, it was not
Aranak. Of that I was convineed,

At the same time it was only the teatimony
which we ecould give that woud clear him,
Marna's evidence was =0 danming, when
coupled with his action in setting up the
theory of robbery as the mative for the deed,
and the lies 1o which he hwd sworn at the
inquest, that if she accused him of the
cerime, 4 conviction vwould almost certainly
Tollow, unless we were called as wiltnesses,
And that he would <all us there was not a
shadow of doubt

In these circumstances there was only one
step to he taken. His arrest must be pre-
venled at any cost.  In other wornds, some
means must e found to induce Marna not
to speak of what she had seen. Ehe had so
thoroughly convineed hemsell of his guilt,
however, that nothing short of the strongest
reasons wvould prevail with her.

I could think of only oue way,
the truth. Apart from her reluctance to
injure me—a reluetapee on which 1 knew [
could count with certaintvy—there was the
fact that our evidence would clear Aranak.
If the erime was not to be brought home 1o
him, she would have no purpose to gain by
opemng her bips.

I was ready to tell her everything, but I‘ S'ympathy m'—' waﬂ l“ I
Rewarded.

could not do so without tirst letting both
Gourley and Winford know. Thus my
failure 1o find them worried e intensely, as
therw was a danger that Marna noght at
any moment take the step which it was so
vitally important to prevent,

I was entering Palace Yard a the attempt
to find Gourley when Eva Desbrough wavesd
to me from her ear, and pulled un to wait
for me. “"Do jump in, Mr. Rentmaing I
want o speak to vou =0 particularly.”

As T took the place Deside her 1 noticed
that she looked very worrned, but 1 was
entirely nonprepared for vhat was to come,

“Where was Sir Richard Gourley lest
night, Mr. Rentinain?' ghe asked sharplv,
Her keen grey eves were riveted om my face,
and she saw iy start of surprise.

“*Why—with you, of vourse,”” | stammered,

“You know perfectly well wlhat [ mean,”
sho replied, with a dry Little cough, 1 can
tell that by vour confusion. There 8 some
'I'I‘l}'ﬂh‘l":-‘. atd In soine w iy You are connecte |
with it. You must excuse my plain speaking,
but this may mean a great deal to me, and T
expect vou to be my friemd, and to e candid
with me. I don’t mean when yvou were with
us=, but wfore vou came.”’

I had had time by then 1o vull mysell
together, and 1 answered readily enough,
“Didu't T hear yon say something about his
having been kemt at the House I

“Yes, vou did. He said—sam,”" she re-
peated very drily indeed, * that be had been
detained by an imponant division, but the

rs s morning happen o comment on
the fact that he was albsent from the only

important Government division that wes
taken."
“Other than Government divisions are

important, you know, Miss Desbrouglh.”

* But he said it was a Government one,"”

“When a party organ wishes to go for a
member of the Ministry, it isn't alwavs over
scrupulous ebout its facts.” It was a feeble
sugestion, of course, and its only result was
1o increase my companion’s thirst for ‘he
truth.

“Richard ought to be grateful for =o
staunch a friend. Do you give me vour waond
that you believe that to be the explanation?
Perhape it had to do with the political matter
about whirh vou came t0 e him."”

This was an awkward thrust, and 1 began
to feel uncomfortable. But there was a good
deal worse to come. *' | was just going to the
House to try and tind him,” 1 said, pre-
ferring to ifnore her appeal o my word.

“Of course, I understand that answer.
You wish to aveid giving me vour word, and
naturally I should not dream of pressing
you. I koow you are Richard'a fricnd, and
I hope you are mine also. Will vou tell me
why you came to see him, when you had only
rarted from him an hour or so previousiy ™

“TI'm afraid 1 «an ecarcely do thay, but 1
can assure you that there was pothing which
in any way affected your relations with him.”

“1 didn't know that political affairs wers
=0 painfully confidential as that implies™
she retorted drily, with her nose in the air
as she sared straight out in front of ler.
“Of covipee, vou'll see that what vou have
kgid only makes the matter infinitely worse.”

“ That = very far itideedd from my uinh."

L

To tell her

he was so—eo unlike himself, and sp upset
altogether. Then you cune—with more about
scme stupid politics, ws you =aid—and he
went down 1o you., When he came back he
was worse than ever; infinitely worse. You
must have seen t: I'm sure you did. He
nearly faimted more than once. You know
that. Yeu aeo, don't vou."

* Yes, 1 noticed that he was far from well,
I think he was very worried.”

(To be continued next Tuesday.)

REV. ARTHUR OATES ON
CHARLES DICKENS.

Ou Monday eveaing the Rev, A, Oates lec-
tured to the members of the Literary and
Sockal Union st Higher Antley Congrega-
tional School on Charles Dhickens,

In imtaxlucing his subject, 1the  lecturer
outlined the early lite of the famwous author,
and ably demonstrated the infuence of carly
arsociationa and of the conditions ol  lhis
voutthful «davs on the writer's later works,
“David Coppertield.” in parts almost auto-
biographical, comaining many ecenas and
Hlustrations of the actual experiences of the
voung Iheckens,

Paseing tw the actual works, Mr. Oates
dealt vith the earlier creatiomns in their
chironnlogwal order, vonsidering primariiy
Dickens' fist writings of nole, namely,
“Bhketenes by Boe.” An admirable render-
ing of the skewch of “ Our Carate ™ served as
an apt illustration 0 cotnvey an idea of the
work as a whole. From the " Sketches ' the
Jecturer passed o 7 Pickwick Papers,” deal-
ing at consideraile length with the clief
members of the famous Pickwick C.ub.
Little snapshota of Bob Fawyer's bachelors’
party, the fat bov, Mr. Tupman, and a
description of the faithful servive rendered
to genial, well-intentioned Mr, Pickwick by
the devoted Samuel Weller, with some
examples of his exce lent, if ofttinmes pointed
wit and humour, served but to accentus'e
the capital 1dea otherwise conveyed of this
famous wurk,

“ Nicholas Nicklelw,” the thind work of
nole by Dhckens, with its notorious [hotheluiys
Hall, was next consitdered by Mr. Oates, who
po.nted out that the writer's description of
the iniquitous condition of afairs existing
at that time et many private schools, of
which Dotheboyvs Hall was a reasonable, if
poesib v slightly pronounced type, had most
far-reaching «ffacts on our syctems of educa.
tion. The lecturer read with insa'ght and
fervour the poignanrt passage descriptive of
the punishment of Smike after his attepted
escape, and the recoil on the ehouldem of the
despical-e brutal Squeers of the thrashing
administered.

After his visit to America, Charles Dickens
wrote, partly as a result thereof, ** Martin
Chuzzlewit.” Again we find descriptions of
prevailing conditions erving aoud for
reform—descriptions which undoubtedly had
their effect in later legislation. Mre. Gamp
—a work of art—abolished for ever @ ocon-
dition of affaire that was, to eay the least,
appalling. Sanctimonous, hyvpocritical Mr.
Pecksnifi was dezcribed as an emb em of the
h'gh etandand attained by Dickens in the art
of humorous caricature, Mark Tapley, with
hie happy knack of always seeing the bright
8 de of things, will live for ever.

Pas‘ng over other works owing to the
little time at his disposal, Mr. Oates turned
o the masterpiecey of Dickenn, " David
Copperfield.”” Containing ghimpwes of the
anthor's own experiences, this is unques
tictab ¥ his finest work. [Idar, stern, loving
Betay Trotwood, the adorable Dora, "umble
Triah Heep, happyv-go-lucks Wiikins
Micawber, in the depths ol despair one
maoient, thq next raised to hieights of bliss,
with the adventitions aid of @ bowl] of punclh,
awect, loving httle Em'ly, courageous Ham
Pegeotty, Barkis the willing, and last, but by
no - means  least, true, faithful, simple
Peggotty—a  wonderiul chameter—were  all
mustde 1o serve as guiding lines by the lec
turer to sketeh the outstanding features of
tha book. With all his faulis, for too olten
his pathos sank to mere bathos, Charles
IMekena, Mr. Ouates said, remains one of the
greatest fiction writers of the last century.

A cordial vote of thanks served to empha-
sizea  the appreciative  interest  evidepesd
throughout the lecture by an enthusiastic
audicnoe.

H

STOLE BOOTS AND
TROUSERS.

Haslingden

At Acerington Polien Court vn Wednesday
Aie howal Duffy, of Hasktingden, was charged with
stealing a pair of boote and trousers valued

at 22¢. the property of Richard Craig, Riley's- |

Ll

H.i,r“nnl Crale, a f1ailur, saidl on Buamnday,
Decemlus 219, prisonsr aad his wife and child
came 2o hiy door and knoeked him wp ont of
bivd,  Prisoner asked him to take him amnd his
wife and child in, stating that they had been
turped out of lodpings,. Witness took pity an
the wife and child and said he would give them
lodgings on condition that prisoner was sober
and that if he enme to the house drunk ho
woluld turn him ont. The trousers and boota
were mafe las<t Thursday, anid be missed them
win Sumday morning. The trousers Wers new,
A bomat -0 o Sunday movning he told prisoner
thaat he would have to Jlenve the house a« he
caume N drunk,
he never saw him again till he =aw him at the
police station. He Jdid not give permission to
prisoner to take the articles,

Amswering gquestions, Craig denisl  thnt

Man Fined. |

PPrisoner then went uwwas H.lull

prisoner borrowed things from him, but said
t-ha!.# prisrner’'s wile bad paid hvim what was
UWITNNE.

Evidence was miven that priseoner plodged
the lese @t Thompeaon's pawnehop ou Friday
night for 4=, stasiag that they were his omy
and ziving hi= own name.

Mary Ann Holmes, a married woman, Davy-
wireet, said At a quarer past three on Saturday
afternocn she was an a neighbour=s house in
Davyestreet when prisoner came in and pro
duced the trousers from his hreas<t and stated
that he had bkad a present made of them.
Prisoner asked her to pledge the trousems for
him and say that they belonged 1o Micheal
Horan and 1ry o get O, on them, She tonk
the trousers 10 Greembalgh's pawn=hop and
pldged them for 4s. 6d. She gave the ticket

1o the prisoner.

Evidence was given that Mr=. Hoyle pledged
the trousers at Greenhalgh's,

Deteetiv: Sharples enid he received the
prisoner from the Haslingden police and in
answer to the charge prisoger stated 1 did
not stemal them, I popped them.” There was
no money or pawntickets 1 his poseession.

Prisoner said Craig gave him permission 1o
take the articlese. He had heen 32 years in
the Jistriot and had worksd until & week he-
fore Christmas, and had received unemploy-
ment pay under the lnsurance Act. He had
never been hrought up before.

The Mavor said the bench were relustant
to send prisomer to gao!, and as he had lred
in the disriet o0 long they would give him
ancther chance. He wonld bhe fined 208, or
fourteen days.

‘For Uﬁhuildm Teethl

Over 60 years' reputation.
I# the best remedy known
For Children's diarrhoa.
It regulates the bowels.
Ard gives health to the child.
Contains no Poisonous

Sold everywhere, 1/13d. per
l —

MES.
WINILOW'S
BOOTHING

BYRUP.

Advt

Fiowers are dear Just now, the supplies et

Gardens boing remarkably amall owing

tn the cold weather coming after the mild
entumn. Fmit is alsn soaroe.

Home an usement was ocanesl at the new
Middlisex @Uuildhall, by a barrister, un-
acguainted with tiwe plan of the new couwrt
turning 1o the Press representatives, and ad-
dres<ing them, * Gentlemen of  the jury.”

TRY IT 70-DAY. FREE OF ALL CO5T.

INDIGESTION-—cven in its wonst BOWEL INDICESTION. -- Threa
plages—can be cured, quarters nf the food is digested In tha
There are three mistakes usually Bowel. Food, when “Hﬂi'““ﬂ‘ in the
| : o T kRS Bowel, becomes ftoul, ailse produscing
made hy ﬁh”.* Tq.t=—. i Mol I!hllgi--:ij;uu Ii gases ‘.lﬂﬂ unnatural asids; the gases
thaeir endesavour 1o obtain relief. cause Flatulence, bloating and pressure.
(1) THEY STARVE THEMSELVES.

Thus impurities are absorbed Into the
(2) THEY TAKE PEPSINE MIXTURES. blood, and carried to every part of the
(3) THEY TAKE PURCATIVES.

system, producing foul breath, ceated
tongue, heaviness of the head, Bilious.

Nothing could be more unwise or ness, loss of appetite, and profound
Use lees, { depression,
STARVATION i no goul. 18 Dr., C. says: “NINETEEN out of

every iwenity cases ol Constipation are
due to Bowel Indigestion, but not ONE
in twenty persons knows It."”

LICFA
rotibe. o,

certain organs of the bhody have lor
~ien bow to perform their natural
futctions, you will not mend mattera
bw giving those organs nothing to do.

What they want 12 work amd nourish-

reimoves the  immediate
Very Sovon the Stomach aned

ment, not idleness, the Boaol are healthy enocagh to digess
PEPSINE MIXTURES 1 0o l the food themselves, wvithout {further
good, for this reason. Only ot paedicit .
GASES in Stomach . - OAE S i I.
or eructations. - Do you -~ o _
u': l-:m.m-*}
Shar Neuralgic \ ) iuil, 13 A D-
HEADACHES. A AUH S

SCicr

the ACID {5 the Blood,
Ccausing (i) ‘leoath
an edgra, (L) Gout,

(C) Kheunmatlismi.

ACID in Stomach
with HEAKTBURN

TONGUE coated

white nll over. TONGUE coated

yvellow at bacl.
COMPLEXION

3 ABOTH
£\\ STOMACH /2,

blotchy, with red- . : - - -
ness of Nowse, INDIGESTION , A §» COMPLEXION
Spota & Pimples, -E ‘..-Eéiu =1 muddy or pasty.
&/ | Lyt W7
] . [ :
- 1 / EATING dialiked
Efmﬂ “.Ftﬁ'!:-ﬂ e ; AN A/ E"" or loathed Biltous.
m- onally ! ;j "y ness and bad taste
' NDIGESTION#{\ “ { ‘iowmout
P#IHEhdHtitn ' e g i —
hroug e ACTITY, FLATULENCE PAINS in Powels,
Burning Spot ba- CONSTIPATION Griping and
tween _Shoulder R A E‘GNEE"I ATION

with eil 11a misory.

Many thousands of doctors use CICFA
themselves and on their patients.

Blades .
quarter of the food is digested in the
Stomach; the rest is digested in the

iiuwvl: Iepsine ‘lllgthﬂt! fﬂmlltﬂl |itlf: A. H.. Kilmarnock, writes: * IPleass
Stomach, but does not tm“.l - =end large sisge Cicfa by return. The
Bowel, It can, therefore, give no sample youn sent ix really extraordin-
relief in Bowel Indigestion. arily ravnid in eWeet, and certainly
PURGATIVES give temporary rtops Indigestion at onece.”
relief oniy to inercase the rouble Mr G.. of Kentish Town-road, London,
atterwards. Purgatives do not digest writee: 1 tried Ciefa primarily for
food, they simply expel iIt, and the Constipation, and it is errtainly the
Bowel depends more and more upon bhest remedy 1T bave ever used for this

complaint, and the only one which does
not cause any discomfort whatever

Mr. B, of Chisterficid, writes
“There i= no mistake, Cicfa is the best
thing in the world for lIndigeston 1t
anyone write= to me I will tell them
what it has done for me.”

artilic.al assslance.

What thes, Cures lodigestion ?

Clearly it must be pomething that will
digest the food in the Btomact and also
the food in the Bowel.

Only one remedy will do this, and
that is the wonderful scientific remedy
CICFA, because NO OTHER remedy
contains *lhi'! wonderful dige-tive fer
ments which are found in CICFA, and
without which it is impo=sihle 10 cure
either Stomach or Bowel Indigestion.

There are TWO kinds of Indigestion,

CICFA issold everywhare, price 11 &2'8¢

IF YOU SUFFER FROM INDICESTIOD
CET CICFA FROM YOUR CHEMIS

NOW, OR TEST IT

INvIG=S1Ive In he sluMa H :
A — L= =
& IN IGESI1IN In tha B /W:L ABSOLUTELY FREE
STOMACH INDICESTION oceu Send yvour Name and Address with this
when the food, natE'H.[n. ﬂlﬂlll:: Coupon aml OXNE PENRKNY ETAMP FOR

'OSTAGE, and receive o liberal esumple
this womderinl CICFA.
to each family.

immediately by thae Castrie Juige,
begins 1o ferment, In a shert time of
this food becomes so foul that It can. Fample
not be digested. Hence the formation
ol foul gases and acrid aclds which
irritate the nerves and cften caus?
Heartburn, The gases cause Stomach
pressure, Heart Palpitation, Neuralgic

Only one
NU  person

given a second sample

Headaches, Yomiting, and a burning
spot behind the left shoulder blade, so
that many often tancy they have Mcart
Disease.

CAPSULOIDS (1908), Ltd.,
7, Duke 8§11, Crosvenor 8q., Londen,
* Ave. Obhserver & Times,” 1771/14

For Lhildren utting their Teeth,
Freve 1 convuisions,
Arc Cooniing and Scaihing.

FE" N ' N G s Coniin  wining injurious o & coder babeo.

Sold Everywheren Slemped Bozes, 1/1) and 2/9, with puli directions, or post jree 16 and 34 « an pa,

€afe y
-=|GHILDREN'S

READ FENNINGS' LNTRY MOT .EF'S TOCK.
It contains ¥V tuable Linis ou Fe.ding, 'qunli.lr

Weaning Sle p &c
Ak rour Chemist of Groeer for s FREY Cobe, oF ol
wiil bes w0, I‘l“l- 'I'h'.l 1. S (AT T T i
*.I }'thj I Fh:\l'ﬂ.t.!‘i, ‘_u“;_-!__ Inlat e | “ml.!l

WILL PULL US
UND ALRIGHT.”

BRI [POW

SOLD EVERYWHERE OR DIRECT FORL3'%¢ FROM PERRY
| POWDERS L™., 19 UPPER FOUNTAINE S™. LEEDS.
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/ The Phvsician’s

Cure for (yout,

Iﬁn-u*.n:llit' (voul
and Gravel.

gl Libel,

:':ia!{“;t and most
Ffiective Aperient

for Regular Use,

The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Headache,
Heartburn, Indigestion. Sour Eructations, Bilious Affectious.

edicine ;

rietary preparation which has achleved such an enormous success
as Hmhnn:wuh. And it is worthy of note that their remarkable popularity

is not confined to one class of people nor to one country— their splendid reputation

is wurl:lr:ﬂdh The explanation of this extraordinary success .ﬁﬂ in the fact that :
Beecham’s Pills always do good. They are specially prepared for dealing with &
disorders of the digestive ans, and the relief they afford is both speedy and '

sure. Whether the trouble is due to sluggish liver and constipation or an g

enfeebled state of the stomach, an intelligent use of

Beecham’s Pills

will soon correct the faulty conditions. By tly eliminating all unhealthy
accumulations, and stimulating the stomach ﬁarmai tﬂlcitzf great im-

provement in the general health is quickly brought about, 'TL appetite
{:M“dhiﬂmfuﬁ after meals disappears and there is no more flatulence or
liousness, box of Beecham”s Pills is an excellent investment, It pays 0

take them. A trial is all that is necessary to convince an
yone that as a cure for
li against, digestive ailments, Beecham’s Pills :

Jecond To Nome.

Sold everywhere in boxes, price 1/14(58 pilis) & 2/0 (168 pills).
M.Ml“mmmm.“mmm




